
View more pictures 
from Sciencepalooza on 
the Prairieland website. 

For kids: 

 Create  your own 

experiment or pro-

ject 

 Learn about a topic 

that interests you 

 Earn Extra Credit 

in Science!!! 

 Share your project 

with other kid-

scientists 

 See the awesome 

hands-on demon-

strations and activ-

ities 

 Be part of a really 

fun event!!!! 

 

For parents: 

It is going to be great.  Sci-

ence fairs offer an important 

and fun learning opportunity 

for our kids.  It  gives our 

kids the chance to explore 

their inter-

ests in the 

world 

around 

them … 

really focus-

ing on 

something 

that truly 

interests 

them.  May-

be they will 

discover 

something about their topic 

that they didn’t know before!   

In exploring their interests 

through the scientific meth-

od, our kids learn essential 

skills such as objective obser-

vation, critical thinking, 

planning, organization, data 

analysis … it’s endless!  But 

it also teaches them life 

skills like independence, 

confidence and even ethics.   

And somewhere in all that 

skill development, they will 

actually have some fun!   

Hope to see you there! 

Awesome Activities: 

 Student presentations of 

their own awesome pro-

jects 

 ISU Science professors 

 Children’s Discovery  

Museum 

 Thrilling hands-on sci-

ence activities 

Highlights!! (details inside) 
 4th and 5th graders may enter 

 Projects must either be experimental in nature where a hypothesis is ex-

amined through the scientific method, or an illustration and scientific ex-

planation of a natural phenomenon (see important details inside!). 

 Project proposals must be submitted by March 4th  for approval.  

Students whose proposals do not meet the requirements will be notified and 

given a chance to modify and resubmit their proposal. 

 Projects will be evaluated and students will receive constructive comments, 

but no awards will be given out.   

What you need to 

know 

2 

Websites for pro-

ject ideas 

2 

Official proposal 

forms 

3-4 

Inside this issue: 

Welcome to Prairieland’s  
Sixth Annual Science Fair! 

At Prairieland Elementary 
Thursday, April 14th 

6:00—7:30 p.m. 



In order to really focus on the sci-

ence in our projects, how and why 

things happen should be empha-

sized rather than just general obser-

vations.  The projects themselves 

can fall into two categories: 

Illustrative – A break down of a 

natural phenomenon to expose 

and explain the scientific compo-

nents that cause the phenome-

non.  For example:  Why is 

deep water blue?  The student 

provides illustrations and appa-

ratuses to explain the concepts of 

light, wavelength, refraction, 

etc., to demonstrate how deep 

water can appear blue. 

Experimental – Follows the 

scientific method.  Observations 

are made, a hypothesis is pro-

posed & tested, results are ana-

lyzed, and a conclusion is made.  

For example, a hypothesis 

might be that a substance may 

be used as a fertilizer to enhance 

plant growth.  The student tests 

growing plants in soil with and 

without fertilizers and presents 

results and conclusions as well 

as possible reasons why the re-

sults occurred. 

involved, etc.  For example, if a stu-

dent likes volcanoes, he may want to 

build a mock volcano complete with 

running lava.  But where is the sci-

ence?  The student must convey in the 

proposal how he or she intends to 

demonstrate the elements of magma/

mantle and the nature of the gases 

involved.  Likewise, an experiment 

testing the hypothesis that a bowling 

ball will fall at the same rate as a ten-

nis ball must also explain the rela-

The idea behind the proposal is to re-

ally encourage the student to think 

about the science involved and how he 

or she will present it before commit-

ting to the project.  It’s better to find 

out upfront rather than a week before 

the fair that the experiment is too 

complex or the concept too difficult to 

demonstrate!    

The student’s proposal will be re-

viewed for feasibility, clarity of pur-

pose, understanding of the science 

tionship between mass, weight and 

gravity.   

After review, any proposal not quite 

up to snuff will be returned to the stu-

dent with helpful comments in order 

to give the student a chance to re-

think or redesign their project and 

resubmit the proposal.  That being 

said, we greatly encourage students to 

put forth a good effort for the first 

proposal — time is limited! 

What exactly qualifies as a project? 

Why does a student have to submit a proposal? 

 

   

The only limit is your imagination!  You can use science to investigate 

everything around us.  But if you need a little help, the internet is filled 

with many, many resources.  Here are a few: 

www.sciencebuddies.org/science-fair-projects/project_ideas.shtml 

school.discoveryeducation.com/sciencefaircentral/Getting-Started.html 

www.education.com/science-fair/elementary-school/ 

 

And some great advice on choosing a topic: 

www.energyquest.ca.gov/projects/advice.html 

Where can I get project ideas? 
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